2                           RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
I shall use with all the rest of the persons whom I shall bring upon the stage In the course of this story; my reason for which, everybody will understand by the nature of the relation, and of the times we live in.
The father of these ladies had been a man always, till now, hurried in the world, being crowded with a vast business, taken up with getting money, and with growing rich; so that he neither had much concern for, or indeed took any care of, the education or instruction of his children, but left them wholly to the conduct of their mother. Nor was it any great loss to the children, especially to the daughters, their mother being a most pious, religious, and virtuous lady, who was not only extraordinarily qualified to instruct her children, but gave up her whole time to it from their childhood.
One morning, a little before her death, calling her daughters to her, she told them, among other things, that as to marriage, she had but two injunctions to lay upon them, which, as she was not likely to live to see them settled, she would desire them to lay down as maxims in the choice of their husbands ; and which she would, as upon her deathbed, if her words had any extraordinary influence upon them, oblige them to observe strictly, viz.,
1.  Never to marry any man, whatever his person or fortune might be, that did not at least profess to be a religious man.
2.  Never to marry any man, how religious soever he may seem to be, if he was not of the same principles and opinion in religion as themselves.
And as this was but a little before her death, so the daughters were more than ordinarily touched with the sense of it, and resolved to pursue it exactly. How they did pursue it, and the consequences of it, will be seen in the following dialogues.